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GENERAL CONSIDVRATIONS AND SUGGESTED IDRALIZATIONS
OF A U.5. PHOTOGRAPHIC INTRLLIGRHCT SYSTEX

Background
ek L o TN ST A

In the present cold-war world, reconneissence and intelilizence
are more important to the United States by meny orders of
megnitude than ever before. Specifically, the American 850NOMy
cannot afford to spend generously as an insursnce factor =

to prepare, without adequate knowledge, to counter everythiang
the Soviet imion might conceiwsbly have. This results not only
in the need for major U.S. militery forces=in~being, but in ths
ocritical requirement Pfor intelligence about the eneny's strength,
his weakness, his plens or intentions. Such intelligence is
needed not only to match the Soviet on our own terms but to show
us where to concentrate our strength, where to plug gaps, where
%o ignore Soviet preverastions, how to conserve our economic
resource and to keep fit for the long~term strueple.

The Role of Photographiec Intelligence

The task of photographie intelligence is to substentially pro-
vide informetion reguired to prepare estimates, o ensble plans
to be formulated, operations to be ataged snd the results to bs
evaluateds At the outbreak of war, photo intelligence assumes
the major responsibility for obteining the required intelligence,
whioh other teshniques to that date have not been able to pro=
duce, and for which exists an urgent necessity in preparing
estimates or plane and executing operations., In this attempt %o
sugzest an idealized form of a U,S. photographic intelligenoce
system, present world conditions, U.S. photographic operations,
capabllities and requirements serve as the major terms of
refrrence. Major chenzes in any of these would probebly recuire
vhanges in the system.

Sugrested Idemlizations

fugpestions for the establishment of new functions or improve-
rent of present practices are here ligted individually as
idealized components whicsh collectively could result in sube
staantial improvements in the U.S. photogrephic intelligence
sysbame* Generrlly, the susgestions may be divided into two

*‘oreafter generally intended to mean the collective result of
Yo 5. manpower, egquipment, teshniques, and current operations in
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